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OCCUPIED TERRITORY AND INTERNATIONAL LAW 
ANNCR: 

THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL HAVE ONCE AGAIN DISAGREED 
OVER THE ISSUE OF ISRAEL SETTLEMENTS IN OCCUPIER ARAB TERRITORY... 
AS WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT BY VOA'S CLAUPIO ESKENAZI. 
NARR:? 

SINCE THE 1967 MIDDLE EAST WAR, WHEN ISRAEL OCCUPIED THE 
SINAI PENINSULA, THE WEST BANK AND THE GOLAN HEIGHTS, THE 
ISRAELIS HAVE BUILT ABOUT EIGHTY JEWISH SETTLEMENTS IN THESE 
TERRITORIES, FIFTY OF THESE SETTLEMENTS ARE ON THE WEST BANK OF 
THE JORDAN RIVER, THE REST ARE SCATTERED IN THE GAZA STRIP, 
GOLAN AND THE SINAI. TOGETHER, THEY HOLD APPROXIMATELY TEN 
THOUSAND ISRAELI SETTLERS. 

PRIME MINISTER MENACHEM BEGIN MAINTAINS THAT THE ISRAELI 
SETTLEMENTS IN OCCUPIED ARAB LANDS ARE ESSENTIAL TO ISRAEL'S 
SECURITY. THE UNITED STATES, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS LONG 
HELD THAT THE SETTLEMENTS ARE NOT LEGAL AND SHOULD BE REMOVED 
ONCE THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES REVERT TO THEIR ORIGINAL RULERS 
UNDER A COMPREHENSIVE MIDDLE EAST PEACE AGREEMENT. 

LAST WEEK CFEBR. 10) SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE 
REITERATED THE U.S. POSITION ON THE SETTLEMENTS ISSUE, HE 
SAID THAT ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS ON THE SINAI ARE, IN HIS WORDS, 
"CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THEREFORE THEY SHOULD NOT 
EXIsT." 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THE SETTLEMENTS 
"CREATE AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE." BUT HE HASTENED TO ADD THAT THIS 
IS A PROBLEM WHICH HAS TO BE NEGOTIATED BY THE PARTIES THEMSELVES. 
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THE VANCE STATEMENT ON ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS WAS LATER 
DESCRIBED BY PRIME MINISTER BEGIN AS "VERY PAINFUL." MR. BEGIN 
INSISTED THAT THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF THE SETTLEMENTS ON THE 
SINAI ARE, IN HIS WORDS, "LEGAL, LEGITIMATE AND VERY ESSENTIAL TO 
THE SECURITY AND ORFENSE OF ISRAEL." AT THE SAME TIME, AN 
ISRAEL CABINET STATEMENT CLAIMED THAT SECRETARY VANCE'S 
CRITICISM OF THE SETTLEMENTS CONTRADICTED PREVIOUS U.S. POLICY. 

ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN, WHO IS CURRENTLY IN 
THE UNITED STATES, HAS ALSO EXPRESSED HIS OWN VIEWS ON THE VANCE 
STATEMENT. MISTER DAYAN SAID ISRAEL'S PEACE PLAN ~- INCLUDING 
RETENTION OF THE SINAIT SETTLEMENTS ~- WAS PRESENTED TO WASHINGTON 
AND THAT PRESIDENT CARTER FOUND IT TO BE SATISFACTORY. IF THE 
UNITED STATES OBJECTED TO THE PLAN -- MISTER DAYAN STRESSED -- 
PRESIDENT CARTER SHOULD HAVE SAID SOMETHING TO PRIME MINISTER 
BEGIN BEFORE IT WAS PRESENTED TO THE EGYPTIANS. 

ON MONDAY (FEB. 13) WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN JODY POWELL 
GAVE STRONG SUPPORT TO SECRETARY VANCE'S STATEMENT, SAYING IT WAS 
A REITERATION OF U.S. POSITION ON THE SETTLEMENTS ISSUE. THAT 
POSITION, MR. POWELL WENT ON TO SAY, “HAS BEEN REPEATED PUBLICLY 
AND PRIVATELY 8Y VARIOUS AMERICAN OFFICIALS SINCE SEPTEMBER 1967." 
THE WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT THIS POSITION "IS AND HAS 
BEEN THAT WE BELIEVE THESE SETTLEMENTS TO BE AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE 
AND CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL LAW." 

THE REFERENCE TO INTERNATIONAL LAW IN TERMS OF THE ISRAELI, 
SETTLEMENTS ISSUE IS BASED ON THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION OF 1949 
ACCORDING TO ARTICLE FORTY-NINE OF THAT AGREEMENT, "AN OCCUPYING 
POWER CANNOT TRANSFER PART OF ITS OWN CIVILIAN POPULATION INTO 
THE TERRITORY IT OCCUPIES." 
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